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Beaver dam sends EPA to Rico mine

Blocked holding pond
threatened trout river .

By BenyMorson APR 2 2 2000
Néws Staff Writer

The Environmental Protection
Agency disljzatched an emergency
worker to Rico last week, where
beavers were creating an environ-

~mental disaster.

The toothy rodents had built a
dam across the culvert that drains
a settling pond holding acidic wa-
ter from the abandoned Argentine
Mine. Now the pond threaiens, to
overflow, polluting the Dolores

Mine owner Wayne, Webster of
Athens,-Texas, says the real prob-
lem is environmentalists, not bea-
vers. .

“Environmentalists . are the
ones who said, ‘Don’t wear a fur
coat;’ " said Webster, who has
owned the property since 1988.

“There are so many beavers
that they’re d’amm'&g everything
up there,” he said. “We have to get
nid of the beavers.”

EPA on-site emergency coordi-
nator Tien Nguyen said Friday
that water was “very close’! to the
top of the dike separating the one-
acre-pond from the river.

Nguyen was dispatched to Rico

Riyer, a;_popular trout stream..in. ., after.federal;magisirate Boyd Bo-

the farwestern part of Colorado.

land issued a warrant Thursday to

enter the property

Nguyen arranged with a private
contractor to clean up the area.

Rico City Manager Enc James
Heil said the beaver dams
wouldn’t be a problem if Webster
maintained his property.

Webster, 81, said he hasn’t been
to Rico in four years because he
has a heart condition and can’t
take Rico’s 9,000-foot elevation.

The federal’ government last
July sued Webster, who hasn’t
kept up the property for about four
years. In addition to fines, Webster
could be billed for Nguyen’s trip to
Ric% and the cleanup.. Web

“I’m not going to pay it,” Web-
ster said. :“%‘heygne‘. always filing
suits.” .

-
=}
"
K<
=]
@

o
=2
=3
=0
=0
=0
==~
—F |
=2
=2
Q

!

S

L.




